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REPORT 
{To accompany S. 808] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 808) for the relief of Sisters Adelaide Canelas and Maria Isabel 
Franco, having considered the same, reports favorably thereon with 
an amendment in the nature of a substitute and recommends that 
the bill, as amended, do pass. 


AMENDMENT 


Strike all after the enacting clause and insert in lieu thereof the 
following: 

That for the purposes of the immigration and naturalization laws, Sisters 
Adelaide Canelas and Maria Isabel Franco shall be held and considered to have 
been lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent residence as of the 
date of the enactment of this Act, upon payment of the required visa fees and 
head taxes. Upon the granting of permanent residence to such aliens as provided 
for in this Act, the Secretary of State shall instruct the proper quota-control officer 
to deduct two numbers from the appropriate quota or quotas for the first year 
that such quota or quotas are available. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill, as amended, is to grant the status of per- 
manent residence in the United States to Sisters Adelaide Canelas 
and Maria Isabel Franco. The bill provides for appropriate quota 
deductions and for the payment of the required visa fees and head 


taxes. 








2 SISTERS ADELAIDE CANELAS AND MARIA ISABEL FRANCO 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiaries of the bill are 37- and 36-year-old natives and 
citizens of Portugal who last entered the United States on November 
21, 1948, destined to the Mount Carmel Convent at New Bedford, 
Mass. They are members of the Catholic Order of the Sisters of St. 
Dorothy and are teaching at the Mount Carmel School. 

A letter, with attached memorandum, dated May 13, 1952, to the 
chairman of the Senate Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to the case reads as follows: 


May 13, 1952. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
Jnited States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 808) for the relief of Sisters Adelaide 
Canelas and Maria Isabel Franco, aliens. The bill would grant them permanent 
residence in the United States. 

A memorandum of information prepared by the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service of this Department concerning the aliens is enclosed. 

Whether, under the circumstances in this case, the general provisions of the 
immigration laws should be waived presents a question of legislative policy 
concerning which this Department prefers not to make any recommendation. 

Sincerely, 
A. Devirr VANECH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 





MEMORANDUM OF INFORMATION FROM IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION 
Service Fires Re Sisters ADELAIDE CANELAS AND Maria IsaBEL FRANCO, 
BENEFICIARIES OF 8S. 808 


The aliens, natives and citizens of Portugal, are members of the Catholic 
Order of the Sisters of St. Dorothy, which has its mother house in Rome, Italy. 
Sister Adelaide Canelas was born on August 26, 1915, and Sister Maria Isabel 
Franco on March 31, 1915. They arrived in the United States at New York 
by plane on November 21, 1948, and were admitted as visitors for 6 months, 
destined to the Mount Carmel Convent at New Bedford, Mass. They were 
granted extensions of their temporary stay until November 20, 1951. 

It appears that the nuns came to the United States at the request of the 
provincial of their order in this country, located at Grasmere, Staten Island, 
N. Y., for the purpose of teaching the Portuguese language in the Mount Carmel 
Parochial School. It is claimed on their behalf that they have the scholastic 
background required to teach Portuguese in the elementary schools. 

According to the Reverend Jose da Costa’ Valerio of the convent, the educa- 
tional functions of the convent will suffer if the beneficiaries of the bill are not 
permitted to remain in the United States. 

The aliens are chargeable to the quota of Portugal, which is oversubscribed, 
precluding the early issuance of an immigration visa to them. 


Senator Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr., the author of the bill, has sub- 
mitted the following information in connection with the case: 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
April 10, 1952. 
Hon. Pat McCarRAn, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Senator: On February 8, 1951, I introduced 8. 808, a bill for the relief 
of two Portuguese Sisters of St. Dorothy, Sister Adelaide Canelas and Sister Maria 
Isabel Franco. These sisters are engaged in the teaching of religion and Portu- 
guese in Our Lady of Mount Carmel School, New Bedford, Mass. 

Permission for these sisters to remain in this country has been extended until 
May 20 of this year, but I do hope that favorable committee action may be had 
prior to this time. 
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Your kind cooperation in expediting this particular bill will indeed be personally 
appreciated by me. 
With kind personal regards, 
Very sincerely yours, 
Henry Cazsor Lopee, Jr., 
United States Senator. 


Mount CarMEL CONVENT, 
New Bedford, Mass., February 16, 1951. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, 


Chairman of the United States Senate Judiciary Committee. 


Dear Senator: The following is the necessary information in connection with 
your bill S. 808 referred to the standing committee on Immigration and Natural- 
ization of the Committee on the Judiciary. 

1. The sisters came to the United States to teach in the Mount Carmel School. 

2. At present they are still teaching in the Mount Carmel School. 

3. They receive their salary as teachers and are provided for by the institution 
of which they are members. 

4. No. 

5. No. 

Sincerely, 
Sister Virarnta Bento, R. 8S. D., 
Superior: 


Unirep States SENATE, 


February 26, 1951. 
Hon. Pat McCarran, 


Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington 25, D. C. 
Dear Mr. CuarrMan: This refers to your letter of February 20, asking five 
= with respect to 8. 808, the bill which I introduced for the relief of Sisters 
‘anelas and Franco. 


Your letter crossed mine of February 20 sending you the information requested. 
Very sincerely yours, 
Henry Canor Lopez, Jr., 
United States Senator. 

The bill has been amended to conform with the policy of the com- 
mittee in granting permanent residence in the United States to an 
alien as of the date of the adjustment rather than as of the date of 
last entry into the United States. ; 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 808), as amended, should be enacted. 
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